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Photo	Essay:	
Everyday	Lives	in	Kurdistan	

Ian MacLellan, Geology ‘12



NIMEP Insights 2011204

Ye
zi

di
 sh

ri
ne

 in
 L

al
is

h.
 Th

e 
re

gi
on

 is
 p

op
ul

at
ed

 w
ith

 K
ur

ds
, T

ur
km

en
s, 

A
rm

en
ia

ns
, Y

ez
id

is
, R

om
a,

 M
an

da
ea

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 e

th
ni

c 
gr

ou
ps

 fr
om

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

 a
ll 

liv
in

g 
in

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
an

d 
ne

ar
by

 ci
tie

s a
nd

 v
ill

ag
es

. K
ur

di
sh

 c
ul

tu
re

 h
as

 it
s r

oo
ts

 in
 a

nc
ie

nt
 so

ci
et

ie
s a

lo
ng

 th
e 

Ti
gr

is
 R

iv
er

 a
nd

 h
as

 
be

en
 su

pp
re

ss
ed

 fo
r c

en
tu

ri
es

. Th
ei

r c
ul

tu
re

 is
 n

ow
 a

 c
re

at
io

n 
an

d 
am

al
ga

m
at

io
n 

of
 b

ot
h 

in
di

ge
no

us
 a

nd
 a

nc
ie

nt
 Ir

an
ia

n 
tr

ad
iti

on
s a

nd
 a

 re
ac

tio
n 

to
 m

od
er

n 
Tu

rk
is

h,
 P

er
si

an
 a

nd
 A

ra
b 

in
flu

en
ce

s.



NIMEP Insights 2011 205

Po
rt

ra
it 

of
 a

 Y
ez

id
i r

el
ig

io
us

 le
ad

er
 a

t t
he

 sh
ri

ne
 in

 L
al

is
h.



NIMEP Insights 2011206

To
ur

is
ts

 p
os

e 
fo

r a
 p

ho
to

 b
y 

a 
w

at
er

fa
ll 

at
 a

n 
ol

d 
re

so
rt

.



NIMEP Insights 2011 207

Sh
op

pe
rs

 p
os

e 
in

 fr
on

t o
f a

 la
rg

e 
C

hr
is

tm
as

 tr
ee

 in
 th

e 
M

aj
id

i M
al

l i
n 

Er
bi

l. 
Ir

aq
i K

ur
di

st
an

 w
en

t t
hr

ou
gh

 sw
ift

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
fte

r t
he

 e
st

ab
lis

h-
m

en
t o

f a
 n

o 
fly

-z
on

e 
in

 1
99

1 
an

d 
th

en
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

to
pp

lin
g 

of
 S

ad
da

m
 H

us
se

in
. E

rb
il,

 S
ul

ai
m

an
iy

ah
, a

nd
 D

oh
uk

 a
re

 fu
ll 

of
 h

ig
h-

ri
se

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, 

to
ur

is
t a

ttr
ac

tio
ns

, n
ew

 m
al

ls 
an

d 
am

us
em

en
t p

ar
ks

. D
es

pi
te

 th
e 

ra
pi

d 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
in

 K
ur

di
st

an
’s 

la
rg

er
 c

iti
es

, t
he

 g
en

er
al

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

st
ill

 la
ck

s 
ba

si
c s

er
vi

ce
s.



NIMEP Insights 2011208

N
ew

 su
bu

rb
an

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
n 

th
e m

ou
nt

ai
ns

 o
f I

ra
qi

 K
ur

di
st

an
. Th

e c
om

m
un

ity
 is

 o
rg

an
iz

ed
 in

to
 n

ei
gh

bo
rh

oo
ds

 an
d 

ha
s a

 sm
al

l a
m

us
em

en
t p

ar
k.



NIMEP Insights 2011 209

V
ie

w
 fr

om
 th

e s
ub

ur
ba

n 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t, 
ex

po
si

ng
 so

m
e o

f t
he

 st
ra

tig
ra

ph
y t

ha
t t

ra
ps

 th
e h

yd
ro

ca
rb

on
s t

ha
t t

he
 Ir

aq
i K

ur
di

st
an

’s 
ec

on
om

y i
s b

as
ed

 o
n.



NIMEP Insights 2011210

One of the many new buildings being constructed, a common sight in the skylines of all three of 
Kurdistan’s provinces.
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A young boy sits by the ancient Erbil citadel, overlooking a crowded city center. 


