The World Bank is an international financial institution that grants loans to developing countries all over the world. Their main goal is primarily to reduce the amount of poverty throughout the world. It consists of two major intuitions, one being the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the other International Development Association. The World Bank has divided their goals into 5 key points. They aim to strengthen governments, implementing legal and judicial systems, provide new banks in order to offer loans and increase industry, eliminate any signs of corruption in the country and lastly promote research to help advance forms of technology. The knowledge provided by the World Bank has become a crucial aspect of large capital funds and loans. The World Bank consists of a large network of scientists, technocrats and NGOs and helps empower civilians to further develop their countries, of which Kashmir is one. 

Five Key Facts:

The World Bank Group offers loans, advice, and an array of customized
resources to more than 100 developing countries and countries in transition.

 

The World Bank provides other countries with money in order to help to help fight certain diseases like AIDS.

 

The World Bank Group provides billions to assist developing countries.

 

One of the World Bank’s universal goals is to eradicate poverty. 
 

The World Bank was originally established to support reconstruction in Europe after WWII. 
Seven Key Points:

1. Corruption in Government
    -One of the main reasons for why countries in this region have the problems that they do. 

2. Boarder security is not tight enough
    -For example the Taliban is able to go back and forth between Iraq and Afghanistan with out any problems which may be because of corruption.

3. High unemployment rates
    -The rates may be so high because of the lack of education, high illiteracy rates, and because of the lack of skills needed to further develop the countries.

4. High population rate and not enough resources
    -Countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan have high population densities and not enough resources

5.Lack of women's rights
   -The men in these countries still see women as being "lower" then them and don't give them the respect they deserve. They also don't give the women the opportunity to get an education and get better jobs.

6. Actions are carried out based on religion
    -People see religion as a way to conduct themselves. People are also bribed or persuaded to carry out actions by being told that it is the right thing to do based on the religion they believe in.

7. Kashmir
   - India and Pakistan are basically fighting for this land because they both believe it is their territory.

Kashmir is located in the northwestern region of the Indian subcontinent disputed by India, Pakistan and People’s Republic of China. Approximately 43% of the region belongs to India, 37% belongs to Pakistan while the other 20% is for China. These divisions among the territory often lead to disputes and conflicts among the people. Since the territory doesn’t belong to one specific nation, Kashmir’s advantages dealing with the World Bank are slim to none. Due to this situation Kashmir is in, the World Bank has refused to make any measures to give them any money under any circumstances.  The World Bank refuses to believe that Kashmir is part of Indian Territory, but instead is a disclaimer from the Jammu and Kashmir government who are trying to push for a project, with the help of the World Bank for acceptance of being apart of Indian Territory.
Jammu and Kashmir is the northeast area of India, which is only a section of the territory disputed by India, Pakistan and China. Jammu and Kashmir has a multi-party democratic system of governance, which means that they don’t just have one main political party. They actually have several political parties such as the Indian National Congress, and the Jammu and Kashmir’s People’s Democratic Party. But these two political parties currently hold the maximum number of seats in the Jammu and Kashmir state assembly. The current governor of Kashmir is Mr. N.N. Vohra, he was sworn in as the governor of Jammu and Kashmir on June 25th, 2008. N.N. Vohra studied at the Punjab and Oxford universities. He also served in the Indian Administrative Service during 1959- 1994.. He also has written and edited over a dozen books related to the issues seen in National Security and Governance. The Chief Minister of Jammu & Kashmir is Mr. Omar Abdullah. Abdullah was nominated as Global Leader for tomorrow by the World Economic Forum. He also even led an Indian delegation to the World Economic Summit in Rio-de-Janeiro, Brazil and the UN World Conference on Racism in Durban, South Africa   

               His political career started when he was first elected to the Lok Sabha in 1998, and then again for a second term in 1999. He was also Union Minister of State for Commerce and Industry in 1999 and Union Minister of State for External Affairs in 2001 in the Vajpayee-led NDA Government. There also is the Council of Ministers, the members are Shri Tara Chand (Deputy Chief Master) born at Chak Malal, Chhamb on April 25, 1963, he was first elected to the Legislative Assembly in the year 1996 from Chhamb constituency. Mr. A. R. Rather. Mr. A. R. Rather is M.A. L.L.B with diploma in public administration, with which he practiced at the bar from 1971 to 1982, and was elected to the Legislative Assembly from Charar-e-Sharief constituency in 1977, and has since retained his seat in elections. Pizrada Mohammed Sayeed was born on August 20, 1953 at Damhal, Kokernag, he was first elected to the Legislative Assembly from Kokernag constituency in the year 1987 and inducted as Minister of State on 1988. 

              The people who are chosen to lead Jammu and Kashmir’s government are usually voted in by other prestigious boards, and board members. The only way to influence decisions for possible member entries is to have ties to another person on a board, someone high ranking enough for other people to respect their decision. There are no other major political groups than the ones previously listed, in the Jammu and Kashmir political affairs. Corruption is not present in the politics of Jammu and Kashmir. The Omar Abdullah government was also recently able to get another ten-year extension of the central excise package and refund on value added tax from the central finance ministry.          

Although India helps Kashmir in establishing a settle nation to be apart of, Pakistan keeps the security of the nation in check, being in charge of the internal and external security of the country. Pakistan believes that singling out Kashmir as being apart of either India or Pakistan is unacceptable, and territorial peace is a top priority.  With Pakistan pushing to provide security of Kashmir, threats from India have been administered due to the current location of where Kashmir lies: between the two nations. Also relations between the U.S and China for Kashmir exist as well as economic security and relations with the Muslim world. One great importance to Pakistan is both internal and external security within all forces of the nation. The main concern of Jammu and Kashmir government is to keep their people out of the feud between Pakistan and India in regards of the possession of Kashmir, and they are trying to encourage international investments from the World Bank and Asian Development Bank.

Being a disputed territory and also in the middle of a constant war between India and Pakistan, Kashmir is stuck in a complex situation. Their relationship with the World Bank is distant considering they do not want to be involved in the feud going on between the two nations. The security of Kashmir is important as well as to whom it belongs to, whether it is Pakistan or India. The governments of India and Pakistan are working on an agreement to end the feud and come to certain settlements in which will benefit the people of Kashmir, as well as India and Pakistan. These agreements may or may not create peace between the two nations, but it certainly will reduce political violence in which is taking place in Kashmir.  The war between India and Pakistan can threaten the security of the people of Kashmir, creating issues within Kashmir and concerns for the people. It’s important that the security of Kashmir is in good hands, which is the contribution Pakistan has made to do so.

At the place in which Kashmir currently stands in South Asia, the possession of nuclear weapons may not be the brightest of ideas. Kashmir being a disputed territory has been the root cause of many issues in South Asia, mainly Pakistan and India. The territory is between an existing war already, and the possession of nuclear wars will most likely put them at a higher stake of possible war. The only use of these weapons would be for protection of the people of Kashmir, but not as a participant in war. Another reason as to why nuclear possession in South Asia would not be beneficial, in my opinion, is where Kashmir stands with the World Bank right now. Possession of these weapons would result in the need for money.  A duty of the World Bank is to help a country in times of large debt or money needed for war, but Kashmir doesn’t receive this financial support from the bank.

The World Bank is providing assistance to numerous countries in South East Asia. Many of the countries in this area depend on assistance from other nations and groups. Three countries in South East Asia that have economic problems are India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. Two out of three of these countries have an average of 30 percent of the population below the poverty line.

      Pakistan is one of the many countries in this area that are faced with economic challenges. Pakistan is considered to be one of the most over populated countries in South East Asia. Around 33 percent of Pakistan’s population of 162 million is estimated to be below the poverty line, which consists of approximately 53 million people. This is due to the high illiteracy rates, which is around 50 percent of the population. Less then half of all boys in Pakistan complete school, and less then 25 percent of all girls in Pakistan complete school. Those are some of the reasons why there are economic challenges in Pakistan

      These problems can have a great effect on the development of Pakistan’s economy. With such a high population and low education rate, the amount of people in poverty is raised because this means more people are living in this country, but they do not have the jobs needed to support a big family. Poverty in Pakistan affects the economy because if the people are poor they are not able to buy the goods that are produced. This makes Pakistan dependent on trade from other countries so that money can be made and so Pakistan does not go bankrupt. High illiteracy rates bring economic challenges because it shows that people did not complete school and they lack education, which means that the people of Pakistan lack certain skills to complete jobs that will help the economy. This will have a negative effect on the economy in Pakistan because they will not be able to be an independent country.

      The World Bank is making efforts to try and help the economy of Pakistan. One major project that was held in the summer of 2009 is called Pakistan: Poverty Alleviation Fund III. The main idea of the project was to try and bring poor households more income, improved productive capacity, and to make resources like clean water and healthy food easily accessible. These goals were achieved through community organizations that helped the people of Pakistan make their lives easier. That is one of the projects that the World Bank completed to help the economy of Pakistan.

      Afghanistan is viewed as one of the poorest countries in the world. Afghanistan has similar problems to Pakistan when is comes to economic challenges. They have high population rates and not too many people have the skills needed to do jobs other that agriculture work on farms. The Taliban is also one big reason that Afghanistan has a poor economy. Those are a few reasons why Afghanistan is faced with economic challenges.

      These problems affect Afghanistan’s economy in a negative way. With the people of Afghanistan mainly doing agricultural work, this affects their economy because they become dependent on other countries for goods that they are not able to produce. The recent overthrowing of the Taliban gave the economy challenges because Afghanistan had to spend millions of dollars in their attempt to overthrow the Taliban. Afghanistan was still in debt when they were fighting the Taliban and all the money they spent attempting to overthrow the Taliban did not help. That is how the problems gave Afghanistan economic problems.

      The World Bank is trying to help Afghanistan regulate their economy. A major project the World Bank was working on was Afghanistan: Financial Sector Strengthening Project. This project was going to help Afghanistan by giving the banks more money, and making sure that there was no corruption in the banks by strengthening the banks supervision. They also set a financial infrastructure which set up a credit card system, and a collateral system. That is one project the World Bank was working on in Afghanistan.

      India is facing many different economic challenges. The high poverty rates are one of the main reasons why they are faced with economic challenges. They are also facing economic challenges due to the fact that the economy is inflating and everything is costing more money. The Indian stock market has also fallen in recent years which does not help their economy at all. Those are some of the problems that cause India to have economic problems.

      These problems that India has are affecting their economy in a negative way. Poverty makes their country dependent on other countries to purchase the goods that they produce because the people of their country are not able to afford the goods. With many of the people in India in poverty the economy inflating does not help the people or the economy in India. It does not help the people because they do not have a lot of money to begin with, and with the economy inflating everything is going to cost more money, which means that people will not be able to buy food and clothes for them to live. That is why the problems that India is faced with brings them economic challenges.

      The World Bank is trying to help India fix their economic problems. One project the World Bank was working on is called India: Second Additional Financing for the Andhra Pradesh (AP) Rural Poverty Reduction Project. The goal of this project was to basically help all the people that are in poverty by giving them homes with more space, and trying to get them affordable food.

 Resources
India       
Water
• India has a total of 1,907.8 cu km of renewable water resources. The availability of clean and running water in India is very limited due to the amount of pollution in the area, such as sewage problems. Most of the country water is use in agricultural fields. Water is shared between the people of India as well as Pakistan by a joined water supply.
Climate change
•  Climates changes cause changes in rainfall patterns, which affect the environment, as well as the countries water sources, sea- levels, agricultural and etc. (Effects the water supply).
Agriculture
• Agricultural is one of India dominant occupations of the people of India. About two thirds of India’s working population is dependent on agriculture. 43% of India’s land is used for agriculture activities. Technology is starting to familiarize more people with agriculture and it’s benefits.

Food security
•  A decrease in India Food Security has been recently seen due to  high economic growth rates in India. By India having the lack of food security it has left the country in a crisis in the rural economy. Another main cause of this happening is because the climate changes that have affect India crops. 

World Bank Actions

• On September 22, 2009, the World Bank has provided the $43billion to help India economically as well to help India out with resources and other necessary things that they need towards development.

Pakistan 
Water
•  The amount of fresh water in Pakistan is 169.39cukm/yr. The amount of renewable water is 233.8 cu km. Clean running water in Pakistan’s availability is running very low . Most of Pakistan cities are experiencing the lack of water. Many scientists believe Pakistan could be in “water-scarce” (term used in the book running on empty) by 2035. 

 

Major resources and energy sources
•  Some of Pakistan major resources are oil, rice, leather, etc. Some of Pakistan’s major mineral resources are gypsum, barite, magnetite, soap stone, etc. Pakistan produces about 90.8 billion kWh. Most of Pakistan’s energy is made up of oil, but mostly hydroelectric power. Hydroelectric power is the most important source to Pakistan in terms of energy.

Climate change
• Climate changes in Pakistan effect many things greatly, including food production. Another thing that climate change will effect is the imports and exports of the country. The climate change will limit the amount of resources or food that they will receive or send out. 

 

Agriculture
•  Agriculture is the job suppler for many Pakistan people. About 70% of Pakistan land is used for agriculture. 

Food security
•  Research states that half of Pakistan population is food insecure, face hunger problems and malnutrition related diseases. Half of Pakistan’s children deaths were due to poor malnutrition. Programs, such as UNICEF are trying to stop this from happening.
World Bank Actions:

·  The World Bank has made a step to help Pakistan and their issues. One of the approaches was to improve the lifestyle, health, electricity, and water supply and etc. to make the country to become more stable. 

Kashmir 

               Kashmir was once known as an earthly paradise. It is an 86,000 square-mile region in northwest India and northeast Pakistan filled with physical beauty. Kashmir is predominantly Muslim state within India which is mostly Hindu. The tension that started was between India and Pakistan when India struggled for independence from Britain. Pakistan and India had than fought over Kashmir in 1947-1948. Pakistan is a Muslim state and claims Kashmir where the majority of the population is Muslim. The other percentages of people follow the Hindu religion. One reason why Pakistan wants Kashmir is because India is holding Kashmir against their will by the Indian Independence Act. The main conflict occurs when deciding who claims Kashmir, a problem that revolves around the different religions in the area.

      Religion plays a big role in Kashmir and in the tension between India and Pakistan. Islam and Hinduism are the two religions that are butting heads in the conflict in Kashmir. Religion impacts the issues today because as the majority of the region is one religion, Pakistan and India may not agree with each others’ beliefs. It also impacts issues today because there is now a lot of worries about nuclear warfare and religious extremists which threatens both countries and the region of Kashmir. Religious extremism is shown to play a role in this conflict because of the main reason of the problem which is religion. As long as the conflict revolves around the religion of the regions, religious extremism will be a factor in the conflict and some believe it may be a factor in the solution.

      Kashmir has never been given a chance to have its own identity. Since Pakistan and India started fighting over Kashmir, it has always been a question of who has control over the region. I believe Kashmir has an organizational identity because it has not been given time to be a nation of itself. With the countries fighting over Kashmir and trying to enforce their beliefs, Kashmir had not been given time to have its own identity. The role of religion in South Asia is very strong. Seeing how different beliefs created the big controversy over who should control Kashmir shows that religion impacts many things in South Asia. The role of religion in South Asia is what controls the actions that countries make. It is easy to say that religion and different beliefs have caused the tensions between these countries. Religion is very strong in these regions and that is why the problems have taken so long to resolve.

      Religion has torn these regions apart. Having different religions has put Kashmir in the middle of the conflict and has made it hard for the Kashmiri people to stand up for themselves. The main reason behind the conflict is religion and being that Hinduism and Islam have nothing in common, they both fight for Kashmir as they think it should be. With the conflict still getting bigger, religion will stay a major factor and neither side will give up until an agreement is settled.

         The World Bank vowed that it would keep its agenda free of disputed territories, not wanting to get involved in other countries’ disputes. However, the World Bank has gotten involved, and there is much controversy about its involvement in Kashmir. Kashmir is an area of the world that has seen its fair share of war and conflict. It has been a disputed territory since both Pakistan and India gained independence. Some argue that even before then Kashmir was an area of interest. However, with the division of Pakistan and India, Kashmir became the focus of conflict between the two areas. China also began to take interest in the region, and now claims that the northeastern portion of Kashmir is theirs. Many wars have been fought over the area, including the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947. Obviously, Kashmir is an area of interest and the World Bank is one such player in the rush for control over Kashmir.

      Presently, the World Bank has a significant role in Kashmir. It has funded and supported the Jammu and Kashmir Participatory Watershed Management project. The project, which costs $151.1 million, is focusing on agricultural and fishing/forestry in Kashmir. However, the borrower of this $151.1 million dollars is labeled as the Government of India. However, neither Pakistan nor China have admitted that India has any control over Pakistan. Regardless, the World Bank provided this loan of millions to governments of Jammu and Kashmir, with the care of the Government of India. To the World’s eyes, it looks as if the World Bank supports India’s claim on Kashmir. However, the World Bank has broken its own principle of not aiding any area of the world that is disputed territory. Its involvement in Kashmir is conflicting and sends out a specific message, intentional or not.

      The World Bank has gotten involved in Kashmir, regardless of being advised otherwise. However, now the concern is whether or not it should maintain its involvement. Some involvement is necessary, as the organization needs to assess the projects development. It must also be in place to reclaim the money it has lent out and to make certain that the money is used properly and as was stated it would be used. Nevertheless, the question remains. Should the World Bank get more involved in Kashmir? Its involvement can stretch as far as it wants, but there is concern that prolonged involvement will become a detriment to the World Bank’s influence and leverage in this region of the world.

The responsibilities of the World Bank towards Kashmir are providing money to help fight diseases like aids.  The World Bank helps to reduce disaster risk; the World Bank aids Kashmir and provides assistance to other developing countries and countries that are in need of resources.  The World Bank also is also responsible and determined to reduce poverty and support reconstruction of World War Two.  Also floods have been the most common feature in India over the past decade.  

The past records have shown that in 1990 North West Rajasthan, Vidarbha and Gujarat experienced floods followed by North Bengal & Vidarbha in 1991, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir and East Uttar Pradesh in 1992, Punjab, Gujarat, Bihar Plateau, North Bengal & Uttar Pradesh in 1993, Orissa, Gujarat & Vidarbha in 1994, Bihar & Haryana in 1995, Rajasthan and Bihar in 1996. The study reveals that Gujarat and Vidarbha were the most effected by floods. About 34 % of the population was affected and thousands went missing. Besides this, Jammu and Kashmir had experienced avalanches in 2005. In 2002 Urrarkashi had experienced a landslide.  These natural disasters, had they happened elsewhere, would have immediately yielded aid from the World Bank and it is not just for the World Bank to keep out of Kashmir, merely because it is a disputed territory. The people of Kashmir and still people who deserve the preservation of their basic human rights and should be provided with all the help and aid that they can possibly receive.   
 


 Kashmir is an area of struggle, having to balance the strongly Muslim influence with the other religions in the area. There is already tension between the three major countries advocating control over the area. With the World Bank’s involvement, there are pros and cons. The pros would entail the benefits of the Kashmiri people. The current project would help increase the productivity of Kashmir. With more agricultural, fishing and forestry opportunities, the Kashmiri people will become open to more opportunities. The money will provide jobs and money for families to increase their standard of living, at least for a little bit. However, the way the World Bank is operating is providing a certain image for it. Since the borrower on the project was named the Government of India, it looks as if the Bank acknowledges India’s claim on Kashmir. This could alienate Pakistan and China, who believe that the World Bank is supporting India. Both sides have their arguments, and it is up to the World Bank to decide how it would like to be perceived.

      The role of the World Bank in the world is to help and support countries, financially and with advice. Its role in Kashmir is one that conflicts with its own ideas of not interacting with a disputed territory. It also conflicts with the three major countries’ opinions and claims. Nonetheless, the people of Kashmir are benefiting from this project. The World Bank must acknowledge what is prefers to advocate: political influence or the people of Kashmir. Whatever the choice may be, someone will be at a disadvantage. There is no action that the World Bank can take that will entail it pleasing all those involved. However, a decision must be made, and it is up to the World Bank to decide where its interests lie and what is to be done.

