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A.) Introduction
 Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front is a nationalist organization that largely operates within India Administrated Kashmir. Our ultimate goal is to institute an independent Kashmiri state in the territory that was once the Dogra Kingdom. Established in England in 1977, JKLF operates internationally, receiving donations and organizing branches throughout North America, Europe, and the Middle East. JKLF was founded with the goals of establishing an independent Kashmir that upheld democracy, liberalism, and secularism in a society that stressed equality and individual value. As these goals went unanswered and unrecognized by India, Pakistan, the UN, and the international community, JKLF experienced radical internal conflict. Currently composed of two distinct branches, JKLF is not as strong as it once was, though it is perhaps more dangerous. As one section of the JKLF tries to remain peaceful by renouncing violence as a tool to achieve independence, another is not opposed to armed struggle against Indian security forces in Jammu & Kashmir. JKLF may be divided along ways in which to attain an independent Kashmir, however our fundamental aim remains the same – an independent Kashmir. 
B.) Key Points:

-Establish an independent Kashmir recognized by India, Pakistan, and the international community.

-Provide security for the Kashmiri people against any foreign influence.

-Domestically control Kashmir’s natural resources as a means of economic gain. 

-Rise funding to assist JKLF in its domestic social, political, and economic agendas.

-Create a fair, non-corrupt democratic system of government that provides proper representation for the people of Kashmir 

-Maintain peace between the different people of Kashmir.

-Respect the human rights of those within Kashmir

C.) Background of Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front

- Historic Influence in the Kashmir Valley 

-- Surrounded by the Himalayan mountain range and the Par Panjal mountain range, the valley of Kashmir has been controlled by a wide variety of different ethnic and political denominations. 

--From the 1300’s to the mid 1800’s, Kashmir had fallen under the control of different kingdoms including the Swati Dynasty Muslims, the Mughal Empire, the Afghan Durrani Empire, the Sikh Empire, the Dogra Empire, and finally the British Crown. 

--Following Indian independence from British rule, Kashmiri resistance was established in order to try and attain Kashmiri independence and autonomy. 

- Pre-JKLF Nationalist Movements 

--Military units first formed in the late 1940’s in an attempt to defend Kashmiri rights of self-determination against Indian forces looking for Kashmir peacefully to assimilate into India.

--As in the 1940’s, today there are several opposition military factions of Kashmiri’s resisting Indian influence. A majority of these other opposition forces are based off of religious ideology.

-Formation and Early History

--JKLF was founded by Kashmiri nationalists Amanullah Khan and Maqboll Bhat in Birmingham, UK, on May 29th, 1977. 

--Branches of the nationalist movement had spread from European cities into North America and the Middle East by 1980.

--Operating largely from the UK, the objectives of the JKLF were to publicize the cause of Kashmiri self-determination and mobilize international support for their cause. 

--By 1982, JKLF had branches in Pakistan-administrated Kashmir and Pakistan. 

--By 1987, JKLF had branches in India –administrated Kashmir. 

-Roots of Division Within JKLF

--Splits in JKLF ideology began in 1988 with the expulsion of the JKLF Chairman from England. 

--Having lost their major base of operations, the disillusioned JKLF became the target of Pakistani Intelligence Agencies who offered JKLF weapons based funding and support for their operations within India-administrated Kashmir. 

--Essentially backing a ‘proxy war’ within the Kashmir Valley for Pakistan, the JKLF’s new movement was seen as a war of liberation to the people of Kashmir. 

--Results from the change in ideological of JKLF resulted in an increase of communalism, extremism, sectarianism, regionalism, and violence within factions of the JKLF. 

--Parts of the JKLF developed reputations for innocent killings, kidnapping, extortion, and promoting tribalism – far different from the organizations founding goals.  

-Further Division Within JKLF

--In 1984, the kidnapping of the Indian Deputy High Commission in Birmingham in, Ravindra Mahtre was denounced by JKLF leadership at the time, claiming they had no knowledge and would never approve of such activities.

--British Court acquitted Amanullah Khan in the Mahtre killing case, though it enforced Khans deportation.

-After reaching Pakistan, Khan established contacts within the Pakistani ISI

--Though clearly noticed by the ISI, Khan was able to establish a network of training camps in Pakistan and encouraged youth from Jammu & Kashmir to cross the Line of Control to receive weapons training. 

-- Amanullah Khan’s JKLF promotes itself as an outfit conducting the struggle for an independent Kashmir on three fronts:

--Political struggles include the mobilization of public opinion to support Kashmiri interests.

-- Diplomatic actions such as lobbying with third party nations to gain recognition and legitimacy

--Armed struggle against Indian Security forces. 
--In the early 1994, Yasin Malik, a prominent member of JKLF and founder of J&K Students League, was released from prison after six years.

--Once a leader in the militant faction of JKLF, Yasin Malik called for a completely non-violent and secular movement towards Kashmiri independence from India and Pakistan. 

--Popular within Kashmir, Milak has held private talks with many world leaders and in particular the Prime Ministers of both India and Pakistan, advocating for an independent Kashmir. 

-The Current State of JKLF

-Following the 9/11 attacks, Pakistani support for militants in Kashmir has diminished significantly. Always needing more money to promote its ideas of nationalism within Kashmir and around the world, JKLF is in perpetual need to raise more money.

-Since the Mumbai attacks, violence has risen in India-administrated Kashmir, though not to the same level as in the mid 1990’s

-Though split into two relatively distinct groups, the goal of the both JKLF factions is still that of an independent Kashmir.

D: Issues

- Committee on GOVERNANCE

· In total there are 13.65 million people in Kashmir. There are about 9.45 million in the Indian held parts, and 4.2 million in the Pakistani controlled parts. Very few people inhabit the China controlled region.

· The major divide between groups in Kashmir is religious. There are three major religious groups in Kashmir: Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim. In the three Indian controlled provinces: 

-Kashmir Valley: 4% Hindu, 95% Muslim.

-Jammu: 66 Hindu, 30% Muslim

-Ladakh: 50 % Buddhist, 46% Muslim


The Pakistani controlled areas are 99% Muslim.

· Kashmir under Indian control are represented under a democracy. 

-The house has 87 representatives in it. 

· The largest political parties are currently the Jammu and Kashmir National Conference with 28 seats and the Indian National Congress with 17 seats. These two parties have formed a coalition to have a majority. The third largest party is the People’s Democratic Party, which between 2002 and 2009 was part of the ruling coalition with the Indian National Congress.

·  In January of 2009, Omar Abdullah from the J&K National Conference was elected chief minister with a deputy chief minister Tara Chand from the Indian National Congress. Abdullah had a major sex scandal in July and tried to resign, but the Governor, N.N. Vohra, asked him to continue serving as chief minister, and Abdullah is still serving today.

·   Because of the many confrontations and terrorist activities throughout Kashmir, there are many military forces present at all times. The military’s main goal is to try to maintain order in the region.

· According to the World Bank, India is ranked 133rd (out of 183) for transparency. It is also ranked 84th (out of 180) for corruption.  

-Committee on SECURITY

-History of JKLF Security Forces

--The JKLF was officially banded in the United Kingdom in 1977. The group's stated purpose was to allow a plebiscite to determine the future sovereignty of Kashmir, but the obvious objective is for an independent Kashmir.

--Prior to the group's official conception, its leaders and various members were involved in prior terrorist activity namely the hijacking of an Indian Airlines flight in 1971. 

--The popular emergence of the JKLF began with the actions of JKLF militiamen who kidnapped Dr Rubia, eventually negotiating her return in 1989 for five jailed JKLF members. 

--The kidnapping caused a chain reaction of violent events boosting the JKLF to the role of the main insurgency in Kashmir. While JKLF had existed for more than a decade prior to the kidnapping, it was a watershed moment for the JKLF and marked the beginning of their ascent to dominance. 

-JKLF began recruiting and training programs grooming a future insurgency. They group grew in manpower and support within Kashmir as their insurgency and acts of terrorism gained attention. 

-In 1995 JKLF split into two factions: the non-violent Yasin Malik's group based in India's Kashmir and the insurgent group led by Amanullah Khan based in Pakistan's Kashmir.

-JKLF security force

--Nature of the Insurgency

--The main purpose of the insurgency is to protest foreign control of Kashmir and pressure India to allow for an independent Kashmir. 

--The insurgency heavily relies on the use of terrorism. The JKLF's participates in executions, kidnappings, planting of IEDs (improvised explosive devices), and sparking uprisings.

-Counter Insurgency 

--The JKLF's insurgency exists in two main forms: ground militias fighting Indian forces and terrorism. As more and more Indian troops were sent to stabilize insurgencies in Kashmir, mainly the JKLF, the JKLF's troop count grew. 

--Nationalism is obviously a huge part of the JKLF's appeal among Kashmiri citizens. The notion of India imperially taking over Kashmir is another incredibly effective recruiting tool for the JKLF. 

--Nationalism is also fed by the brutality of the powerful counter insurgency movement in India controlled Kashmir on behalf of the Indian military. 

--The Indian military employs the use of crackdowns, which are searches and raids, to contain the JKLF's insurgency. Counter-insurgency forces spare no brutality as approximately 19,000 Kashmiri civilians have been between 1990 and 2004. 

-Committee on ECONOMIC CHALLENGES

The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front is not a united organization. There are views and ideologies ranging all over the spectrum from moderate nationalists to hard-line extremists. Therefore, it is relatively clear as to what their goals are, yet relatively unclear as to what they are willing to do to achieve them.

· The main goal of the JKLF is to solve the Kashmir issue by creating an independent state neither belonging to India nor Pakistan with a secular, democratic political system.

· The main economic challenge at the moment is funding.

· As the main secular nationalist Kashmiri organization functioning without any sort of external support or patronage, JKLF is always short of financial resources, which compels it to abandon most of its programs. Nevertheless JKLF is of the view that facing such problems is far better than acting as stooges of selfish external forces (JKLFworld).

· Clearly they do not want to be taken advantage of by outside powers, which leaves them limited options in terms of funding, however, because the JKLF is an international organization, and was founded in the United Kingdom, they have international donors from the UK, Europe, the U.S., and the Middle East that they should be able to look to for financial aid.

· Aside from funding, the main economic issue of the future is to prove that Kashmir can support itself economically in order to back up its claim for independence.

· The first problem is attaining a budget for initial expenses as a new government. They will rely heavily on a proposed “International Kashmir Committee,” which should “be appointed by the United Nations Secretary General and with the consent and cooperation of India, Pakistan and Kashmiri political parties of both sides of the divided Jammu Kashmir State” (JKLFworld).

· “IKC will arrange for funds (on loan if not aid) for initial development and administrative expenses” (JKLFworld)

· Such a committee will have to be completely assured of the viability of an independent Kashmir, especially considering a United Nations that is already skeptical about the future of an independent Kashmir.

· Another problem for the new government will be providing education

· Firstly, “the aggregate literacy rate of Kashmir is higher than those of India and Pakistan. Tens of thousands of our engineers, doctors, scientists, and scholars can contribute to rapid development of our independent motherland” (JKLFworld).

· Also, the JKLF has a very strong student movement, that should be able to provide momentum for the young population in a new Kashmir.

· The absolute crucial problem is to prove that Kashmir on its own has enough economic developments to provide at least a certain amount of self-sustainability.

· The first industry Kashmir will have, assuming it is safe, is tourism. “Kashmir is called “Switzerland of Asia” and “Nature’s Show-Window” for its fascinating natural beauty and climate most pleasant and full of health. The Kashmir valley, Gilgit Baltistan in particular, are famous the world-over also for dozens of high altitude summits including K-2 and Nanga Parbat. All this can invite millions of tourists every year” (JKLFworld).

· Second, Kashmir is very rich in water resources, which is crucial as water becomes more scarce in the 21st century.

· Third, Kashmir has the ability to generate power using hydro-electric energy.

· Fourth, Kashmir has plentiful natural resources to offer such as forests, fruits, minerals, herbs, sericulture, etc. 

· Fifth, Kashmir is know for its cottage industries, which means they will not need factories, and therefore will reduce carbon emissions

· Sixth, Kashmir has enough skilled and unskilled labor force, which will provide the base for a stable working class.

-Committee on RESOURCES

Ideological Support:

· Despite its limited effectiveness and lack of organization, the JKLF enjoys widespread popular support from Kashmiris. 

· Though the JKLF frequently has its leaders either killed or imprisoned, new men have stepped forward to fulfill leadership responsibilities. Loss of experienced leaders, however, has demoralized all factions within the JKLF. 

· The JKLF is denied resources because its goal runs counter to both those of India and Pakistan: “both the immediate neighbors of Kashmir and claimants to its proprietorship i.e. India and Pakistan are opposed to JKLF and its ideology. India is bent upon crushing it to the ground and Pakistan wants it to be cut to size.”

· As a result, “The Pakistanis inhibited the JKLF by limiting or cutting off their funds and access to training and weapons supplies” and “JKLF is almost defunct as a fighting force, though it is still very popular.”

Financial and Arms Support

· As the main secular nationalist Kashmiri organization functioning without any sort of external support or patronage, JKLF is always short of financial resources which compels it to abandon most of its programs. Nevertheless JKLF is of the view that facing such problems is far better than acting as stooges of selfish external forces.

· Most of the JKLF funding comes from the U.K. There are reports of funds coming from Gulf countries, particularly from Saudi Arabia, which funds the affiliated Kashmir American Council and the World Kashmiri Freedom Federation. In the late 1980s, Didar Singh Baines of Yuba City, California, a prime funder of the World Sikh Organization, was also the major U.S. funder of the JKLF.

· JKLF collects these funds mostly to procure arms from the Afghanis operating in the Afghanistan-Pakistan border areas and within Pakistan.

· Ultimately, JKLF enjoys relatively little financial and arms support due to the international unpopularity of its ideology.  Their lack of arms is not too damaging to the movement, as it has become increasing non-militant in its more recent development. 

-Committee on RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· The JKLF’s beliefs are grounded in concepts of freedom and liberty within the context of a secure and fair democratic system.  Their goal is to make Kashmir a “a fully independent country with a democratic, federal and secular system of government and having compulsory friendly relations with both India and Pakistan who should also guarantee that they would not violate the frontiers or interfere in the internal affairs of Kashmir.”

· The JKLF places a great amount of importance on the voices of Kashmiri citizens in the Kashmiri conflict, proposing that there be “a UN supervised free and fair referendum in which the people of Jammu Kashmir will determine whether they should continue as a free nation or become part of India or Pakistan and that popular verdict be accepted by all concerned as final settlement of Kashmir.” 

· The JKLF also has an appreciation for concepts of human rights and freedom, and equality, declaring that “all citizens of the entire State should enjoy equal political, economic and social rights and freedom of expression and faith, irrespective of their race, religion, region, culture and sex.” 

· The JKLF has also turned out to “protest against the alleged human rights violations taking place in the Kashmir Valley,” demonstrating their support for and commitment to the protection of the human rights of Kashmiri citizens.

· The JKLF also has entire wing inhabited by women who participate in their rallies, protests, and public meetings, demonstrating a more gender-equal approach to establishing Kashmiri independence. 

-Committee on RELIGION & IDENTITY

Followers of the JKLF have a vision of an independent Kashmir, which includes the territories of Jammu, The Kashmir Valley, Ladakh, Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. Followers believe that the “Kashmir Question” is mistakenly regarded as a dispute between India and Pakistan to have ownership of the land. “Members remember the reign of the Dogras who helped the British overthrow the Sikh empire in 1846; Kashmir was then annexed as a British Colony with the status of a self-ruling princely kingdom” (Phillips-166). This is the status JKLF wishes to return to and believes it can be a viable independent state because it was one in the past. “The group envisions that all citizens of Kashmir would enjoy equal political, economic, and social rights and freedoms to express their religious faith, irrespective of race, religions, region, culture and gender” (Phillips-167). Thus, the movement is a secular and tolerant one, not propelled by any religious zeal or purpose.

· In 1993 the JKLF along with 22 other Kashmir liberation movements joined the All Parties Hurriyet Conference (APHC) which collaborated together to carryout the aims of the JKLF: “wage a peaceful struggle for the people of Jammu and Kashmir in ordinance with the UN Charter, make endeavors to an alternative negotiated settlement to the dispute amongst India, Pakistan and Kashmir, and maintain that this is a struggle against the occupation of India” (Phillips-168). 

· The JKLF believes that the conflict is “often characterized as the Muslim Valley versus the Hindu State. To be sure, religion plays an important role in Kashmir’s communalism. However, the movement is inspired far more by nationalism than religion. The concept of “Kashmiriyat”, which draws together Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists based on their love for the land and their common history, is integral to the identity formation of the Kashmiris” (Phillips-168). The JKLF is fueled by nationalism and an appreciation for the diversity within a territory which they feel they exhibit rightful representation of. 

· However, this view is not well maintained by many of the other Kashmiris. The diversity of religions within Kashmir and the gradations of extremism within each of those religions have made it very challenging for the JKLF to secularize Kashmiri politics. Madrasas and other Islamic schools exist in Kashmir. Many of the fighters have been trained in Pakistan and have received religious indoctrination at Islamic schools there. Thus, fundamentalism does exist and fighters behind such groups are often at the forefront of the violence within the region. 

· It cannot be denied the potent role that religion plays within the region. The reason why there is a “Kashmir Question” is because Muslims and Hindus could not unite under one nation, and thus needed to partition into India (the Hindu homeland) and Pakistan (the Muslim homeland). Religious tension forms the basis of almost every conflict not only within India and Pakistan but throughout South Asia. It is a factor by which people identify themselves, form allegiances and alliances and are so vulnerable to Muhajideen and Jihadist recruitment. 

· It is the manipulation of religious texts and the Islamic religion, which enables radical groups to forge and carryout murderous and inhumane acts. These fighters believe they are carrying out the will of God, and therefore everything they do can be justified. 

· Liberation groups like JKLF are recognized as a force within the region because they have access to foreign economic aid. This aid is extracted from areas like the UK, North America, and Middle East, from where JKLF also operates. These funds can then be transferred to JLFK within Kashmir, who buy weaponry needed to carry out their missions against Indian security forces. 

· While JKLF believes in Kashmiri nationalism, there are few other groups who feel similarly. Thus, even if they gained significant power and eventually received independence, the territory would still remain disunited. 

-Committee on KASHMIR

-Future of Kashmir

--In the future, JKLF would like to see Jammu & Kashmir as a sovereign and completely independent nation, lacking any influence from outside powers including India and Pakistan, while being recognized by the international community.

--JKLF promotes future unity among the many different people that make up the demographics of Kashmir.

-Most important factors considering the future of Kashmir

--With close to 47,000 civilian deaths and 10,000 civilian disappearances since the partition in 1947, JKLF looks towards establishing a Kashmiri state that respects institutions of law 

--Being able to protect the Kashmiri people from any and all outside influence from India and Pakistan is important in considering the sovereignty of the Kashmiri people.

--Establish fair law and law enforcement agencies within Kashmir that are successfully able to protect the people’s human rights and individual liberties, regardless of ethnicity. 

--With the help of the international community, be able to enforce fair and balanced elections for an executive and parliamentary government that would control an independent Kashmir and represent all Kashmiri people, their civil liberties, in an attempt to help Kashmir progress.

-Involvement in Kashmir Issue 

--JKLF is one of the oldest and most respected Kashmiri nationalist movements in J&K. With JKLF leaders like Yasin Malik having met and negotiated issues of Kashmir with the executive branches of India and Pakistan, JKLF must be seen as a serious force that represents the oppressed people of Kashmir.

--Divisions of JKLF have also involved themselves in armed resistance against occupying Indian security forces that patrol within J&K. Resorting to violence ranging from political kidnapping and strategic, coordinated, and simultaneous bombings, JKLF’s armed movement must be taken seriously by all forces that seek to occupy Kashmir.

-Alliances on Kashmir Issue

--While the JKLF has no official allies, JKLF leadership has met with leaders internationally trying to impress upon them JKLF’s drive for an independent and oppression-free Kashmir. 

-Though still not an official body of government within Kashmir, JKLF seeks to gain allies who are willing to support their bid for self-determination in the face of both India and Pakistan. 

--The most important alliance for JKLF continues to be its alliance with the Kashmiri people themselves. By setting out to protect Kashmiri rights and embody the self-determination spirit within Kashmir, JKLF must always maintain strong relationships with the people of Kashmir.

-Solving the Kashmiri Issue and its Impacts on Security and Stability in South Asia.

--By granting the 60-year-old wish of JKLF by establishing an independent Kashmiri state, JKLF will finally be able to reconcile its two different branches along its original ideological goals of establishing and maintaining a Kashmir nation that believes in democracy, secularism, and individual liberty for a united people of Kashmir.

--Establishing an independent Kashmir will be a great demonstration of the power that self-determination holds for the people of Kashmir, and will represent South Asia’s increased interest in diplomacy to solve internal issues

-Five issues JKLF would like addressed by this conference in order of importance:

--The citizens of Kashmir and their right to national sovereignty and self-determination.

--The protection of human rights for those within Kashmir.

--Sustainable peace between the people of Kashmir, India, and Pakistan

--Control of economic resources within Kashmir

--Gaining support of the International Community in an effort to help fund and support the people of Kashmir
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