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Delegation of Afghanistan Briefing Paper
A.  Introduction


The delegation of Afghanistan is honored to take part in this conference and hopes to reach outcomes that are the most advantageous for all of those involved. In light of recent events regarding the joint NATO occupation of our country, the delegation seeks the most practical solutions to its conflicts while ensuring positive relations in the future. Afghanistan is a state that has fallen victim to perpetual conflict and violence over the past thirty years. With a collapsed infrastructure system, a slow economy, a weak educational system, and limited government control, Afghanistan is clearly in a state of need. On the other hand, Afghanistan’s unique position at the crossroads of Central Asia, the Middle East, and South Asia can provide for a better economic future for the entire region. As the Afghan delegation, we welcome the opportunity to work with fellow delegations at the conference toward the establishment of peace, security, stability, and increased economic growth not only for Afghanistan, but also for those involved in this conference. We will work tirelessly toward a brighter future for all of South Asia and, in the process, we hope to find solutions to Afghanistan’s problems as well.
B.  Key Points:

1. The establishment of a more effective system of governance in Afghanistan, including but not limited to a system of local governments ruled by tribal elders, a series of regional governments democratically elected by the people, or a stronger central government

2. Enhancement of the Afghan army to ensure the safety of the Afghan people, prevent violence from insurgent groups such as the Taliban, carry out the needs of the Kabul government, and enforce the rule of law in Afghanistan

3. The suppression of insurgent groups in the south and east of the country for the greater security of Afghanistan as a whole

4. A system of increased aid or funding for infrastructure development projects that will improve the Afghan economy and increase the quality of life
5. The establishment of a product or crop that will both combat the vast cultivation of poppy plants and provide for stable growth in the economy

6. A system of law and order to be carried out by the existing government or a new branch that deals specifically with people’s rights and the protection of those rights
7. The enforcement of religious acceptance and the protection of those that are persecuted against for religious reasons

C.  Background of Afghanistan

By Sam Taffer
The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is a nation defined by its turbulent history. Though Ahmad Shah Durrani officially founded the state in 1747, excavations of several prehistoric sites suggest that people have inhabited the region for over 50,000 years. Afghanistan is strategically located at the crossroads of Central Asia, South Asia, and the Middle East, and has been at the center of interactions between European and South Asian civilizations throughout history. Such a location also places Afghanistan along the fault lines of these civilizations, causing the region to be the target of both invasions and massive episodes of violence over time. In its history, the region of Afghanistan has been conquered by the Persians, the Mongols, the Turks, the Indians, the Indo-Greeks, and several others. More recently, Afghanistan has been the target of military operations from the British, Soviets, and Americans. The following is an outline of Afghanistan’s history, spanning from the creation of the Durrani Empire to Afghanistan today.

Durrani Empire:

· 1747: Ahmad Shah Durrani unifies Pashtun tribes and is declared the leader of the region of Afghanistan 

· 1751: Ahmad Shah Durrani and his Afghan army conquers modern-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, two provinces of Iran, and the Indian city of Delhi

· 1793-1826: Constant internal struggles and revolts detract from progress within the empire as significant pieces of land are wrested from the Afghans

British Intervention:

· 1839-1919: The Great Game between the British Empire and Russian Empire consumes Afghanistan as the two powers vie for strategic control of Central Asia

· 1839-1842: The First Anglo-Afghan War is sparked as the British invade Afghanistan in order to curtail Russian and Persian influence in the region (results in Afghan victory and British retreat)

· 1878-1880: The Second Anglo-Afghan War results in a British military victory, the session of a large portion of Afghan territory, and British control of Afghanistan’s foreign relations

· 1893: Durand Line Agreement is established between the Government of colonial British India and Afghan Amir Rahman Khan, dividing ethnic Pashtun territories

· 1919: The Third Anglo-Afghan War results in a political victory for Afghanistan as the British relinquish control of the country and allow for Afghanistan’s complete sovereignty and independence (officially enacted with the Treaty of Rawalpindi)

Kingdom of Afghanistan:

· 1919-1929: King Amanullah strives to break Afghanistan’s tradition of isolationism as he establishes relations with several European countries and attempts to enact multiple social reforms

· 1929: Amanullah is met with stern opposition on several of these reforms, resulting in his abdication of the throne

· 1933-1973: King Zahir Shah establishes the longest period of stability in Afghanistan in modern history. During this time, Afghanistan remains neutral in both World War II and the Cold War

· 1934: The United States officially recognizes Afghanistan’s legitimacy

· 1953-1963: Prime Minister Mohammed Daoud Khan strives to build relations with the Soviet Union and distance relations with Pakistan

Republic of Afghanistan and Democratic Republic of Afghanistan:

· 1973: While King Zahir Shah is in Europe, former Prime Minister Mohammed Daoud Khan launches a bloodless coup and becomes president of the Republic of Afghanistan

· 1978: The leftist People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) initiates a bloody coup, killing Daoud Khan and forming the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan

· 1979: The PDPA imposes a brutal reform program, arresting, torturing, and killing members of the Afghan elite, religious community, and educated community

Soviet Invasion:

· December 1979: The Soviet Union invades Afghanistan with 120,000 troops to assist the PDPA’s unstable Communist government

· 1979: The United States, under President Jimmy Carter, begins to covertly fund and arm the mujahideen forces in order to undermine the Soviet invasion

· 1988-1989: Facing a rising death toll and increasing resistance among Afghan forces, the Soviet Union withdraws its military from Afghanistan

· 1992-1996: The Democratic Republic of Afghanistan is overthrown by mujahideen forces and a civil war ensues as various militia forces vie for power

Rise of the Taliban:

· 1996: The Taliban, an educated Islamist movement out of southern Afghanistan, takes Kabul and establishes the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

· 2000: The Taliban controls approximately 95% of Afghanistan

· 1996-2001: During Taliban rule, Afghan citizens (especially women) experience several limitations on freedoms as the government strive to impose Sharia Law

· 1999: U.N. Security Council Resolution 1267 imposes sanctions on the Taliban for allowing Osama bin Laden to take up residence in Afghanistan
American Invasion and Operation Enduring Freedom:

· September 2001: Attacks in New York City and Washington D.C. provoke Operation Enduring Freedom, a joint invasion of Afghanistan that seeks to eliminate Osama bin Laden’s terrorist organization: al Qaeda (Operation Enduring Freedom continues today)
· November 2001: Facing an overwhelming invasion and resistance from the Northern Alliance, the Taliban loses control of Kabul

· December 2001: The Bonn Conference establishes an interim government headed by Hamid Karzai and lays the foundation for a democratic election in 2004; the country is renamed the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

· December 2001: The Taliban abandon their stronghold in Kandahar

· 2004: Hamid Karzai is democratically elected as President of Afghanistan and drafts a new constitution that delegates power to the president

· 2005: Parliamentary and provincial elections take place (the first of these elections in over thirty years)

Afghanistan Today and Tomorrow:

· July 2009: U.S. military launches a new offensive in Afghanistan’s Helmand province

· November 2009: Hamid Karzai is re-elected as President of Afghanistan after a run-off election due to voter fraud

· December 2009: President Barack Obama increases U.S. troop numbers by 30,000, raising the total number of soldiers in Afghanistan to 100,000 but setting a pull-out date of July, 2011 (President Obama’s three chief war advisors admitted that the pull-out date was “not definite,” however)

· 2010: Forces led by N.A.T.O. initiate a new offensive in Afghanistan’s Helmand province in an effort to secure the area from Taliban control
Five Issues that the Afghanistan Delegation would like to Address:

1. Maintaining the security of the Afghan people against insurgent groups while ensuring a lasting peace in Afghanistan

2. Improving the effectiveness of the government in both establishing law and order and in enforcing new regulations and reforms
3. Providing for Afghanistan’s future economic stability and success (ex. through the production or exportation of materials)
4. Establishing a stronger education system to battle illiteracy and improve the living standards of the community
5. Securing the resources necessary to even improve the lives of Afghan citizens while combating the cultivation and output of poppy
D.  Issues
Committee on Governance

By Leslie Hiciano

How government is chosen

· President elected by receiving 50% or more of vote (free, general, secret, and direct voting)

· Cabinet members assigned by president and approved by National Assembly

· Members of the House of People are elected, members of House of Elders are appointed

· Supreme court’s nine members appointed by president and approved by House of People

· President appoints one head of supreme court
Who participates in government

· Republic
· Three branches—executive, legislative, judicial
· Executive branch: president is head, president is commander in chief of armed forces as well as head of state; two vice presidents; members of cabinet
· Legislative branch: a National Assembly containing upper (House of Elders) and lower house (House of People)
· Judicial branch: supreme court, high courts, appeal courts
· Loya Jirga, “highest manifestation of the people of Afghanistan”, meets under certain conditions

What are the major groups within the country (ethnic, religious)

Ethnic
· Pashtun—largest group, “traditionally most politically powerful ethnic group,” extend into Pakistan, follow the Pashtunwali (a moral code that determines social responsibilities), farmers and herdsmen

· Tajik—second largest group, mountain farmers and herders, many have migrated to cities

· Hazara—many live in the Hazarajat, mongoloid, considered lowest rung of social ladder, neglected

· Uzbek—Sunni Muslim, mongoloid, practice agriculture and herding
· Turkmen—Sunni, Turkic-speaking
Religious
· Islam with different sects

· Majority are Sunni (~80%) and others Shiite (~20%, mostly Hazaras and Tajiks)

· Also some Hindus, Sikhs, Parsis, Jews

Who has influence and why

· Taliban/Al Qaeda—threat to Afghanistan’s structure

· America/”the West”—major support and superpower

· Iran—proximity, possibility of support and allegiance

· India—proximity, possibility of support and allegiance

Country’s rank on Transparency International’s Index 
· 1.3 on corruption perception index (on 0-10 scale, where 0 is most corrupt)
Whether corruption impacts politics/economics

· Karzai’s government widely viewed as corrupt beginning with Karzai’s flawed election; judicial branch weak 

· Corrupt government officials and tribal warlords

· Business shaped by “personal, familial, ethnic and historical relationships”

· “Businesses must negotiate a maze of bribes, taxes and murky government requirements that raise the risks and costs of doing business. Those businesses with the right connections are able to sidestep many of these costs and risks. They are also more successful in getting access to land and capital”

· Illicit activities by traders for capital base

Civil-military relations

· US led coalition force: “NATO-led International Assistance Force (ISAF), mandated by the UN Security Council to provide security to Afghans”
Committee on Security

By Rachel Dembitzer
Afghan National Police Force
· Afghan Uniform Police

· The Afghan Uniform Police is the main law enforcement institution in Afghanistan. It is broken up into 5 different regions: the north, the south, the east, the west, and the central. There is also the Afghan National Civil Order Police. Under the Afghan National Civil Order Police are the traffic and fire departments. 

· Afghan Border Police
· The Afghan Border Police is responsible for securing the borders of Afghanistan. It watches after possible smuggling and illegal immigration into Afghanistan. The Border Police is instructed to: 

· Provide border security patrols within a security zone that extends 55 km into the territory of Afghanistan.

· Provide immigration / visa services and investigate immigration violations.

· Establish and maintain Border Crossing Points, to include Airports.

· Provide perimeter, building, aircraft and passenger security of international airports.
United States and NATO forces
· NATO’s main role in Afghanistan is to assist the Afghan Government its authority and influence across the country, paving the way for reconstruction and effective governance. It does this predominately through its UN-mandated International Security Assistance Force. 

· The number of ISAF troops has grown from 5,000 to around 80,000. Soldiers come from 44 countries, including all 28 NATO members.
· The United States sponsors all training for the Afghan National Army. 
· NATO nations provide donations to help arm the Afghan army. Equipment includes individual equipment such as small arms, ammunition, and uniform items as well as larger equipment to include tanks and helicopters. 

· An ANA Trust Fund has also been established to cover the transportation and installation costs of the equipment donations, the purchase of equipment, the purchase of services for engineering and construction projects, and in/out-of-country training. 

· The United States created the Combined Security Transition Command Afghanistan officially assumes the lead role in terms of police training.

· ISAF assists the Afghan National Police, primarily at the tactical level, with military support to operations, advice, intelligence, and guidance. Local support involves training of non-police specific skills provided by ISAF units, and indirect support, mentoring, and joint patrolling. 

· Disarming illegally armed groups ISAF is collecting illegal weapons, ordnance and ammunitions from armed groups and individual persons. Weapons are then catalogued and safely destroyed so they no longer represent a threat to the local population, Afghan National Security Forces or ISAF personnel.
Taliban and Opium 
· After the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, the mujahadeen turned to opium in order to provide money for militant operations.
· When the economy collapsed in 2001, many farmers turned to poppy cultivation.

· Opium is the main funder for the Taliban and terror groups around the world.
· The Helmand and Kandahar provinces, which border Pakistan, have a high concentration of illicit drug trading. There is a special route that foes from Helmand, through Pakistan, all the way to Iran.

· Herat is a hub for smugglers and a Northern Alliance stronghold.

· Another major smuggling hub is Faizanad, Badakhshan privince. On the border with Pakistan, China, and Tajikistan.
· The Afghan government, with help from foreign powers, created the National Drug Control Strategy in 2003. There is also a Counter-Narcotics Directorate in the Interior Ministry.

· Afghans rely heavily on international powers to fight the drug trade and are not ready to tackle its domestic narcotics problems on their own.

· The ISAF helps train Afghan forces in counter-narcotics activities and provide logistic support.
Afghan National Army
· Headed by Bismilah Khan Mohammadi

· 108,000+ active duty 
· 1880-1992, 2001- present

· Army is equipped with modern weapons and housing facilities. USA gives billions of dollars to weaponry and facilities. Majority of weapons are 4500 humvees 104,000 m-16 assault rifles, bullet proof jackets, and other. Also has military command center with training centers spread throughout the country. About 4,000 US trainers. 

· Afghan government offers money to encourage enlistees to the army.

· President Barack Obama has called for an expansion of almost 260,000 Afghan troops in the next five years at a cost of $20 billion. All costs of expansion of the army, including pay and new modern equipment, would be paid for by the American government.

· Desertion plays an important role Afghan Army. One in every four combat soldiers quit the Afghan Arm, according to data from the U.S. Defense Department and the Inspector General for Reconstruction in Afghanistan. The Afghan National Army suffers from lack of organization and extreme corruption. 

· American army personnel report missing military vehicles, weapons, and fuel. 
Many American military officers also receive death threats from Afghan soldiers that attempt to steal. 
· The Afghan army often receives many defunct US military weapons.
Committee on Economic Challenges

By Benjamin H. Parker Goos
Afghanistan's economy is recovering from decades of conflict. The economy has improved significantly since the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001 largely because of the infusion of international assistance, the recovery of the agricultural sector, and service sector growth. Despite the progress of the past few years, Afghanistan is extremely poor, landlocked, and highly dependent on foreign aid, agriculture, and trade with neighboring countries. Much of the population continues to suffer from shortages of housing, clean water, electricity, medical care, and jobs. Criminality, insecurity, weak governance, and the Afghan government's inability to extend rule of law to all parts of the country pose challenges to future economic growth. Afghanistan's living standards are among the lowest in the world. While the international community remains committed to Afghanistan's development, pledging over $57 billion at three donors' conferences since 2002, the government of Afghanistan will need to overcome a number of challenges, including low revenue collection, anemic job creation, high levels of corruption, weak government capacity, and poor public infrastructure.

General Statistics 

· GDP: $23.35 billion in 2009, $22.59 billion in 2008, $21.84 in 2007.

· GDP real growth rate: 3.4% in 2009, 3.4% in 2008, and 12.1% in 2007.

· Inflation: 26.8% in 2008, 13% in 2007.

· In 2007, the Afghan government had $1.1 billion in revenues and a budget of $3.3 billion. Note: International aid covered difference between revenues and budget.

Aid and Remittances

· In 2008, the Afghan government received $2.7 billion from the ARTF (Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund), a program run by The World Bank.

· In 2008, the Afghan government received $63 million from the Law and Order Trust Fund. This two-year fund is a subsidiary of the UN and has an overall budget of $540 million. Donors to program include: Australia, Canada, EU, Germany, Japan, Switzerland, UK, and US. Specifically, the US has donated $32.1 million and the EU has donated $43 million to the fund.

· Afghanistan joined the Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility Program run by the IMF in 2006. This program is meant to lend money and reduce poverty in the world’s poorest countries.
· In 2006, Afghanistan received $3.3 billion from its expatriate community.
· A report published by The World Bank in May of 2009 concluded that there is no “reliable data on the significance of remittances” in the Afghan economy. 

Natural Resources and Industries

· Natural resources: Natural gas, coal, oil, petroleum, lead, zinc, copper, iron ore, taic, barites, sulfur, salt, barites, precious and semiprecious stones.

· Agriculture sector comprises 31% of GDP (does not include opium production). Products: wheat, sheepskins, lambskins, opium, barley, rice, corn, cotton, wool, fruits, nuts, karakul pelts, and mutton.

· Afghanistan supplies 93% of the world’s opium. In 2008, Afghanistan produced and exported over 157,000 hectares of opium.

· Industrial sector comprises 26% of GDP. Industries: soap, shoes, furniture, fertilizer, cement, textiles, copper, natural gas, and coal.

· Service sector comprises 43% of GDP. Industries: Transport, retail, and telecommunications.

· Employment and Living Conditions

· In 2004, it was estimated that Afghanistan had a labor force of 15 million out a population of approx. 28 million.

· Eighty percent of Afghans are employed in agriculture, 10% in the industrial sector, and 10% in the service sector. Note: 1.6 million people (6.4 percent of the total population, or 245,000 households) are involved in opium cultivation.
· The unemployment rate has remained 40% since 2005.

· GDP per capita: $800 in 2009, $800 in 2008, $800 in 2007

· In 2003, 53% of the population was found to be below the poverty line.

Education

· In 2006, it was estimated that 57% of men and 87% of women are illiterate.

· In 2007, only 22,700 students were pursuing higher education.

· The total years of education expected is 11 years for males and 4 years for females.

Trade

· Member of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation), member countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

· Member of ECO (Economic Cooperation Organization), member countries: Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

· Afghanistan is currently negotiating for membership in WTO (World Trade Organization).

· Major Trading Partners: India, Pakistan, US, Tajikistan, Germany, and Netherlands.

Future Economic Developments

· China has started a $2.5 billion project to develop Afghanistan’s mining industry.

· A major goal of the Karzai Administration is to repair infrastructure so that trade made be restored within Afghanistan and with neighboring countries.
Committee on Resources

By Daniel LaPook
Water

Four Zones 

· The Northern Basin (24% of the terrain): the Amu Darya, rivers of northern Afghanistan.

· The Western Region (12% of the terrain): Hari Rud river, Murgab river.

· The South-Western Basin (52% of the terrain): Helmand river. 

· The Eastern Kabul Basin (12% of the terrain): Only river structure that has an outlet to the sea, meeting the Indus at Attock in Pakistan. 

· Internal renewable water resources are calculated at 55 km3/year.

· Due to dangerous sanitary facilities, most Afghanis do not have access to safe drinking water. 

· Hazardous bacteria such as E. Coli often pollutes water sources. 

· Many water resources are contaminated due to the dumping of industrial and domestic liquid wastes.

· Afghanistan is suffering one of the most severe droughts in its history. The country’s large areas are subject to small precipitation that mostly falls as snow on high mountains.   

· In 2007, A Water Law was created that could improve the water conditions, however, it requires full cooperation from the government.  

Land

· Afghanistan is 249, 935 sq. (647,500 sq km.).

· Terrain is mainly mountains and desert. 

· Three geographic regions:

1. The Central Highlands: 160,000 sq. miles. Valleys and mountains, important for protection of the country.  

2. The Southern Plateau: 50,000 sq. miles. High plateaus and deserts.


3. The Northern Plains: 40,000 sq. miles. Foothills and plains

· Land resources found in Afghanistan include: coal deposits, copper, gold, silver, lapis, salt, iron ore, sulfur, chrome, zinc, uranium, rubies. 

Energy

· From 2001 to 2008, Afghanistan went from producing 430 megawatts of electricity to 754 megawatts of electricity.       

· The ratio of GDP growth to electrical production is approximately $1,000 to 300 kwh. 

· The Afghan Government plans to deliver enough electricity in order to have an economic growth rate of 9% per year. 

· The Afghan Government hopes that approximately 90% of urban businesses will have access to electrical power by the end of 2010. 

· The Afghan Government plans to supply access to electricity to 65% of urban and 25% of rural households by the end of 2010.

· Electricity distribution, rehabilitation, and infrastructure projects are beginning in all urban areas. 
Oil Infrastructure Includes: 

· Angot Oilfield: Manufactures a small amount of crude oil in Sar-i-Pol province.

· Zomrad Sai Oilfield

· Sheberghan Topping Plant: Produces crude oil for use in heating boilers in Kabul, Mazar-i-Sharif, and Sheberghan.

· Jalalabad Storage Facility: Stores petroleum and distribution facility.

Gas Infrastructure Includes:

· Sheberghan Area Gas Fields: Jorqaduk, Khowaja Gogerak, and Yatimtaq gas fields are around 20 miles from Sheberghan.

· Pipeline to Mazar-i-Sharif: Gas from fields are distributed to a power plant, a fertilizer plant, and domestically. 

· Local pipelines: Small pipelines near the gas fields bring gas to villages.

Electricity Infrastructure Includes:

· Kajaki Dam: Helmand province, after upgrade will have an installed capacity of 49.5 MW.

· Mahipar Dam: Installed capacity of 66 MW.

· Breshna-Kot Damn: Nangarhar province, installed capacity of 11.5 MW.

· Mazar-i-Sharif Power Plant: Installed capacity of 35 MW.

· Transmission Lines from Turkmenistan: Provides power to several cities in northwestern Afghanistan such as Herat and Andkhoy. 

Agriculture

· The Afghan population is predominately rural, as 80% live in rural areas. 

· Primary source of income in the country is agriculture.
· Agriculture is approximately 38% of Afghanistan’s GDP.

· The important food crops manufactured are: corn, rice, barley, wheat, vegetables, fruits, and nuts.

· Industry is also based on agriculture, and pastoral raw materials. Industrial crops include: cotton, tobacco, madder, castor beans, and sugar beets. 

· Opium has become a resource that easily brings cash. It is easy to cultivate and transport.

· As of 2007, Afghanistan supplied 93% of the world’s opium.

· Counter-narcotics programs led to a 19% drop in opium cultivation by 2008.

· In 2008, Afghans were hit with an increase in food prices (especially wheat and wheat products) that threatened a large portion of the population’s food security. 
· 37% of the population is affected by food insecurity.

· 7.4 million people can’t get enough food to live healthy lives

Climate Change

· According to current models, there will be an increase between 2c and 6.2c every year by 2090s. 

· Climate change will bring many dangers, including drought which by 2030 will be considered normal rather than temporary.

· Floods due to an increase in rainfall and temperature are also likely to affect Afghanistan.

· Agriculture will be greatly affected by higher temperatures and different rainfall patterns. 

· Increased soil evaporation, less river flow from snow melt, and a decrease in rain during peak cultivation seasons will affect agricultural production and crops.

· The impoverished Afghanis will be greatly affected by climate change.

· Climate change will make food security issues worse and will greatly affect the population that is reliant on the agricultural economy. 

· The possibility of an increase in severe droughts on reservoirs and groundwater could harm the water supply of communities. This could lead to a rise in disease and population displacement.

· Climate change’s affect on water could eventually lead to regional disputes.  

· Climate change will most likely be felt in hydro-electricity production.

· Hydro plants are competing over water which decreases their monthly discharge.
Committee on Rights and Responsibilities

By Susana Medeiros
Human Rights:
The Karzai administration, while an obvious and welcome departure from Taliban rule, is often prevented from taking any serious action against human rights offenders. 

For example in 2006, Karzai launched “a long-waited action plan for peace, reconciliation and justice” in honor of International Human Rights Day. The Human Rights Watch then released a document naming 22 years of war crimes committed by various members of the communist party, the mujahedin, and the Taliban, including “current and former government officials like Rabbani, Fahuim, and Dostum,” which Karzai was prepared to address. The Afghani warlords immediately retaliated, “drafting legislation to gave themselves amnesty for all past crimes” and gaining support from all over the country. While Karzai never rejected the amnesty law, he also never signed it. 

In other words, a pervasive fear lingers over the country that prevents action from being taken against those who have committed human rights violation, even action by the nation’s president.

Civil Rights:
Voting: 

· All Afghanis are granted the right to vote but, for those living in rural areas, the often difficult, isolated terrain of Afghanistan limits access and increases the chance of corruption as votes are transported back to Kabul to be counted. 

· Recently President Karzai passed an election-reform law essentially abolishing the Electoral Complaints Commission, a foreign body with UN-appointed members. The commission was the body that discovered in 2009 that the one million votes cast in favor for Karzai were in fact fraudulent. Therefore, the “only aspect of the electoral machinery that worked reasonably well…will come under complete control of Mr. Karzai, who will now appoint all its members.” This appears to put anyone who runs against Karzai at a severe disadvantage, and it limits Afghani confidence that their vote will be fairly counted. 

· Karzai has also refused to pass an anti-corruption decree, despite U.S. pressure. 

Press:

· Though the Afghani right to freedom of speech “is enshrined in the constitution and the existing media law is the most liberal in the region,” fear is a large motivator against speaking one’s mind.

· Press intimidation and harassment has been on the rise. For example in 2007, “the staff at Tolo TV, the country's leading independent broadcaster, were beaten by police,” objecting to stories they run. One of their promninent female journalists was also murdered by unknown gunmen.

· The Karzai administration supports a free press, but this freedom comes with a price and cuts both ways: when the administration attempts to counter Taliban propaganda, the press has decried this as violating their freedom of speech.

· In 2007, a law was discussed by parliament that would limit the discussion of anything that “ridiculed, offended, or defamed the individual.”
Protest:

· Fear, once again, is a large motivator against speaking one’s mind. While in 2006, the Afghani Warlord did bus their supporters all over the country to protest Karzai and the Human Rights Watch list of war criminals (see Human Rights), these supporters were largely backed by the powerful warlords. 

· A women’s’ protest in Kabul against a law restricting their rights in 2009 (see Women’s Rights) was deemed successful after 200 women held a protest in April alongside a large group of counter-protestors. However, the counter-protestors quickly grew aggressive, throwing small stones and accusing the “protesting women of being the ‘enemies of Islam’ and ‘infidels.’”  When events grew violent, police forces protected the Afghani women from the counter protestors, a good sign that the police indeed enforced the law, allowing the women their right to protest.  

Economic and Social Rights:

Poverty:

· The average life expectancy is 44; one in four children dies before age five

· “Poverty causes more deaths of Afghan civilians annually than all the IEDs, suicide attacks and roadside bombs combined.”
· “Afghanistan is extremely poor, landlocked, and highly dependent on foreign aid, agriculture, and trade with neighboring countries.”

· Poverty and a lack of opportunity encourages people to join insurgencies because they provide the only prospects for a purposeful life. 

Health Care:

· Throughout Afghanistan, there is poor sanitation and an inefficient supply of clean water, encouraging the spread of infectious diseases. Malnutrition is also pervasive, and one in five children die before age five.

· Due to the physical and psychological effects of war, as many as 800,000 Afghanis are disabled, and it is estimated that many more suffer from PTSD and other psychologically dehabilitating disorders.

· However, according to NATO, “90% of the population today has access to basic health care, compared to an appalling 8% when the Taleban was in power”

· Large numbers of children have received vaccines according to 2007 data. Examples: measles, 70% ; TB 83%; HepB, 83%.

· Health care services, improved sanitation, and potable drinking water tend to reach a greater percentage of the urban population compared to the rural population.

Education:

Though education has often been limited to “a small fraction of the population (and of course a smaller proportion of women),” Afghanistan suffers largely from a lack of well-paying jobs for the few educated graduates it produces. In the last fifteen years, the Taliban have played a large role in limiting Afghani access to schools and, though the national aid effort in Afghanistan spurred by the U.S. invasion has “restor[ed] education and plac[ed] 5.1 million children in school,” Taliban attacks against teachers, students, and schools (specifically girls’ schools), have trivialized those efforts. Due to the Taliban, other extremist groups, and cultural stigma, women do not receive as much schooling as males. Additional information:

· Literacy Rate: 28% total; 43% men; 12.6% women

· While “primary education lasts for six years and is theoretically compulsory for 6 years,” the average Afghani receives 1.7 years of schooling

· According to NATO, there are more than 7 million children are enrolled today, out of which 2.4 million are girls

· Over 150 schools were destroyed by the Taliban in 2009, leading to concerns that the government could not protect its children

Social Movements:

· Afghani women have begun to band together to restore many of the liberal traditions that were in place in Afghanistan, particularly in Kabul, during the 1970s. Though women’s activists are more inhibited, fearing violent action against them, there are a significant group of women advocating for a change in law and in public opinion. 

· The rise of the Taliban and Islamic extremism is a social movement, though it is not unique to Afghanistan and appears to be a growing phenomenon in the Islamic world. 

Indigenous People:

Indigenous is a misleading word—Afghanistan is a mélange of culture and, as such, it does not have a native population. However, Afghanistan is largely comprised of three ethnic groups: the Pashtuns, the Hazaras, and the Tajiks (in smaller minorities exists the Uzbeks and the Aimak). The Hazaras, an ethnic group with Mongol heritage largely secluded in northern Afghanistan, were notoriously mistreated during the Taliban regime in what could be described as a genocidal rule. The Taliban, who are mostly Pashtun Sunnis living in the region of “Pashtunistan,” could conceivably be seen as disproportionately targeted by U.S. and Afghani forces. However, unlike when the Taliban ruled over the Hazaras, the Taliban are not targeted because they are Pashtun, but rather because of their violent actions.

Women’s Rights:
Afghani women do not have as much access to schooling or the outside world as men. This is partly due to Talibani violence and cultural stigmas against women. While urban cities such as Kabul commonly feature women walking in the streets freely, without a hajib, in rural areas, women have less exposure to the outside world and therefore fewer rights. And though the Karzai administration is supposedly liberal minded, it is also littered with hypocrisies. 

· In 2008, Karzai put rape on the national agenda. But not long after, Karzai released three men with an overwhelming case against them for raping a woman, likely because they reported to Mawlawi Islam, a member of parliament and an important ally of Karzai’s.

· In March of 2009, a new law was approved by the Afghani parliament and signed by President Karzai that “introduc[ed] restrictions on women including barring them from leaving their homes without the permission of their husbands. It also oblig[ed] a wife to submit to her husband's sexual demands whenever he wants.”

· Though Karzai ordered that the law be reviewed by the justice department, he only did so under great international pressure. 

· The protest was viewed as “a significant act of defiance and courage by Afghan women,” signifying how dangerous it is for a woman to speak her mind in Afghan society.

· Despite everything, the event was described as “a significant step forward in Afghan women's fight for equality.”
Committee on Religion and Identity

By Noa Harel
· Different groups and powers have attempted to conquer Afghanistan, and true success was never reached for very long, if at all. The following moments of Afghanistan’s history show 1) how Afghanistan has always been divided and 2) how Afghan people have always been under foreign rule, and very often resisted or rebelled against it: 

· 728 BCE – Persians conquered Afghanistan

· 642 AD – Arabs had conquered most of Persia and invaded Afghanistan from western city of Heart, spreading Islam. They didn’t explore all of Afghanistan because of attacks by the mountain tribes, leaving much of the eastern parts (mountainous ranges) of the country independent.

· 1526 – Babur makes Kabul the capital of his Moghul Empire. Afghanistan at this point was in three parts: northern Kingdom of Balk (ruled by Uzbeks), western Persian rule, and eastern Mughal rule. When Persians advanced from the west, Babur left the area and focused on the Indian subcontinent.

· 1709 – Hotaki dynasty founded by the chief of the Ghilzai Pashtuns of Kandahar. His followers rose against the Persian Safavids and killed the Georgian governer of the Kandahar region. The Afghans eventually defeated twice a large Persian army. 

· 1839 – British send army to Herat in spirit of “The Great Game” (Britain’s concerns over Russian advances in Central Asia) and this army was destroyed.

· In the case of Babur, Afghanistan was taken over in attempts to increase the power of an empire. But the West’s involvement in Afghanistan, like the British invasion in 1839, has been for the purposes of combating another country, like Russia. The pattern is that Afghan peoples’ interests were never very much cared nor accounted for, so their reluctance to accept foreign rule makes sense. 

· As far as issues today, this explains the skepticism regarding America’s presence in Afghanistan, since Afghans were used to countries taking interest for a brief period and then moving on—just as the Americans had done to end the Soviet invasion. 

· Afghanistan’s historical memory gave way to the religious extremism that came to rise, especially in the late 1990s. 

· The Taliban flourished during a power vacuum that resulted when the Soviets and Americans withdrew from Afghanistan. 

· In a country with artificially drawn borders that has always been inhibited by foreigners, religion is one of the few things that can unify the Afghan people and make an Afghan feel as though they have purpose and can make a difference.

· There is no single organizational/national identity in Afghanistan because of the diversity of the people; religion even has its unifying limits because of the discrimination against minorities, like Hazaras. 
· In South Asia, religious extremism can destroy/impair the stability of a nation. Since religious extremism directly relates to terrorism, and religious extremism is becoming increasingly popular in South Asia, dreams for peace in the region will not become reality for a very long time, if at all.
Committee on Kashmir

By Rebecca Mass

A. Introduction: With Afghanistan’s uncertain future it is important to focus on it’s relationship with neighboring countries in the region, such as Pakistan, Indian and especially Kashmir. Kashmir presents a unique situation for the current and future government of Afghanistan to handle. Although Karzai is currently in power, it is certain that the future of Afghanistan may perhaps be in the hands of the Taliban or another political party. The majority Muslim population of Kashmir allows for further connection with Afghanistan, as it is a Muslim culture. This will be extremely important in the coming years as the rise of India vs. Pakistan and China as a super power becomes essential to the political scene of South Asia.

The future of Kashmir is critical in relation to solving issues in Afghanistan:
· Terrorism in Kashmir concerning the JKLF and other extremist groups on the rise.

· Although the Karzai government may not be in power for long, no matter what government is in Afghanistan, Kashmir will always be an issue due to extremist connections. 

· Pakistan will try to please the government of Afghanistan, because a strong tie to Afghanistan could potentially help with Pakistan’s Kashmir issue. 

· Afghanistan is a strategic point of interest for Pakistan in terms of Kashmir. 

· Muslim majority in Kashmir = support for Pakistan and Afghan tribes.

· U.S. must be wary of Pakistan’s involvement with Afghan government, because of Pakistan’s interest in Kashmir. 

Support of extremists:
· Foreign powers should encourage India and other powers in the region to contribute to keeping Afghanistan free from being an extremist safe haven. 

· Islamabad wants to aid a pro-Pakistani government in Afghanistan- whether it is the Taliban or not. Pakistan wants to further its dream of a “pan-Islamic” subcontinent. 

· Afghanistan is Pakistan’s key to Kashmir. Pakistan knows that the U.S. is aware of the growing influence Pakistan has on Kabul. 

· Al Qaeda influence in Kashmir linked to Afghanistan

· Lashkar-e-Taiba, an active terrorist group based in Pakistan controlled Kashmir, is responsible for Mumbai attacks and active possibly in Afghanistan as well.
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