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THEY PILED 
FLOWERS ON THE 
BODY

They piled flowers on the body
and lit incense in the mouth.
I sat on the bank and watched the river,
grey like cataracts & sickly with garbage,
little kids scrubbing rags and kicking up ash.

The son washed his hands and I folded mine.
Brahmins lit candles and prayed.
I’ve never seen kindling so eager to burn –
and when the wind changed,
smelled anything like that.jIMMY PIANKA
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Photo Caption
Birds fly through a gateway to the dargah of Miran Sahib. 
A dargah is a sacred shrine built around the tomb of a SuFI saint. 
In Ajmer, India, these shrines are spaces of cultural and religious pluralism 
where people of all faiths come to worship. 

Elena Chien is in her final year of the Combined Degree Program 
between Tufts University and the School of the Museum of Fine Arts. 
She studies French and Photography and is a member of EXPOSURE.
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